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This gallery guide accompanies Marie Watt: 
SKY DANCES LIGHT (March 3–October 20, 
2024) at the Blanton Museum of Art.

Marie Watt: SKY DANCES LIGHT is organized 
by Hannah Klemm, Curator of Modern and 
Contemporary Art, Blanton Museum of Art.

Support for this exhibition at the Blanton is 
provided in part by Ellen and David Berman 
and Suzanne Deal Booth.
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Marie Watt, an enrolled member of the Seneca 
Nation, has created an immersive realm where 
evocative sculptural forms hover cloud-like between 
Earth and Sky. Light gently filters through a web of 
netting covered with cascading tin cones, known 
as “jingles.” The artist extends a rare invitation in 
a museum setting—to brush gently against the 
sculptures and activate the sound of rustling jingles. 
Watt’s use of the jingle, historically made from rolled 
tobacco tin lids, recognizes the Jingle Dress Dance, 
an important element of today’s Native American 
powwow ceremonies and regalia which began as a 
healing ritual during the 1918 flu pandemic.

As one version of the story goes, a member of 
the Ojibwe Nation had a sick granddaughter. In a 
dream, the grandparent was instructed to attach 
tin jingles to a dress and have women dance around 
the child, healing her through sound and rhythm. 
Despite its longtime prohibition, the Jingle Dress 
Dance has endured for generations. Starting in 
1883, Native American dances, ceremonial gather-
ings, and feasts were banned by the United States 
Federal government. The ban was not fully repealed 
until 1978 with the passing of the American Indian 
Religious Freedom Act, which finally guaranteed 
First Amendment protections for Native Americans.

An accompanying video further connects the sculp-
tures to these histories. In the work, Acosia Red Elk, 
a 10-time world champion jingle dress dancer of the 
Umatilla tribe, activates the sculptures. Her dance 
honors these creations and the ancestral tradi-
tions that surround them. The sound of the jingles 
embodies their healing power, while the material 
itself radiates resilience and strength. Spectators 
become participants, contributing to a rhythmic 
tapestry fusing the sonic and visual, fostering con-
nection through interaction.
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From left: Marie Watt, Sky 
Dances Light (Solo) XI, 
Sky Dances Light (Forest) 
XVII, Sky Dances Light 
(Kin) XII, Sky Dances Light 
(Solo) X, Sky Dances Light 
(Chorus) XX, Sky Dances 
Light (Chorus) XIX, Sky 
Dances Light (Kin) XXIII, 
Sky Dances Light (Forest) 
XVIII, Sky Dances Light 
(Forest) XVI, Vivid Dream 
(Awakening) III, Sky 
Dances Light (Kin) XXI, 
Vivid Dream (Awakening) 
II, and Vivid Dream 
(Awakening) I.
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From left: Marie Watt, Sky 
Dances Light (Chorus) XX, 
Sky Dances Light (Chorus) 
XIX, and Sky Dances Light 
(Kin) XXIII.
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From left: Marie Watt, 
Vivid Dream (Awakening) 
III, Vivid Dream 
(Awakening) I, Sky Dances 
Light (Solo) X, Sky Dances 
Light (Forest) XVII, Sky 
Dances Light (Solo) XI, Sky 
Dances Light (Kin) XII, Vivid 
Dream (Awakening) II, Sky 
Dances Light (Kin) XXI, and 
Sky Dances Light (Forest 
XVI).
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Checklist of the Exhibition

Marie Watt 
Seattle Washington, 1967–Portland, Oregon, 
present

Vivid Dream (Awakening) I, 2022 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
36 × 51 × 35 in. (91.4 × 129.5 × 88.9 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and Kavi Gupta Gallery

Vivid Dream (Awakening) II, 2022 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
58 × 46 × 48 in. (147.3 × 116.8 × 121.9 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and Kavi Gupta Gallery

Vivid Dream (Awakening) III, 2022 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
60 × 49 × 50 in. (152.4 × 124.5 × 127 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and Kavi Gupta Gallery

Sky Dances Light (Solo) X, 2023 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
48 × 38 × 36 in. (121.9 × 96.5 × 91.4 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and Kavi Gupta Gallery 

Sky Dances Light (Solo) XI, 2023 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
76 × 53 × 36 in. (193 × 134.6 × 91.4 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and Kavi Gupta Gallery

Sky Dances Light (Forest) XVI, 2023–24 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
96 × 60 × 60 in. (243.8 × 152.4 × 152.4 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and MARC STRAUS, New York

Sky Dances Light (Forest) XVII, 2023–24 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
132 × 60 × 48 in. (335.3 × 152.4 × 121.9 cm 
Courtesy of the artist and MARC STRAUS, New York

Sky Dances Light (Forest) XVIII, 2023–24 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
96 × 60 × 60 in. (243.8 × 152.4 × 152.4 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and MARC STRAUS, New York

Sky Dances Light (Chorus) XIX, 2023–24 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
60 × 48 × 48 in. (152.4 × 121.9 × 121.9 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and MARC STRAUS, New York

Sky Dances Light (Chorus) XX, 2023–24 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
60 × 48 × 48 in. (152.4 × 121.9 × 121.9 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and MARC STRAUS, New York

Sky Dances Light (Kin) XXI, 2023–24 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
30 × 21 × 14 in. (76.2 × 53.3 × 35.6 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and MARC STRAUS, New York

Sky Dances Light (Kin) XXII, 2023–24 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
37 × 19 × 18 in. (94 × 48.3 × 45.7 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and MARC STRAUS, New York

Sky Dances Light (Kin) XXIII, 2023–24 
Tin jingles, polyester twill tape, polyester mesh, steel 
25 × 19 × 17 in. (63.5 × 48.3 × 43.2 cm) 
Courtesy of the artist and MARC STRAUS, New York
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